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between the West and the East. If, however, it is contended that
the production of manufactured goods is "Western" and of raw
products "Eastern," the West, in so far as it still produces agricul-
tural and forest produce, is still partly "Eastern"; and the East, in
so far as it has taken to manufactures, particularly Japan, which is
now competing with the West even in Western markets, is
"Western." The proportion of industry to agriculture has varied
in time and space, but not as between the West and the East. Before
steam and power-driven machinery was invented, there was no
large-scale industry at all either in the West or in the East. It was
invented in England, and from there it spread to the other parts of
the West even as it subsequently spread to the East, by a process
of diffusion. To-day not even the most industrialized country in
the West, not to speak of the West as a unit, is either wholly or
uniformly industrialized. Taking the West as a whole, more than
half the population is still agricultural, and the tendency has been,
since the Great War, to make even the most industrialized countries
agriculturally self-sufficient

It may be that it is not so much the origin as the development and
me of a cultural trait in the West that makes it Western. The
textile industry, for instance, may have originated in China and
India, earlier than in England, but it was developed in England, and
so it is a Western trait. But that is no longer so valid. India, China,
and even more, Japan, have developed and used textile machinery.
Japan has gone ahead of the West and has become a serious threat
to the West. Neither in origin nor development does the textile
industry seem to have any special correlation with the West.

Mr. Hu Shih has spoken of the "advance of the Western Civiliza-
tion on the Asiatic continent" (ibid., p. 8), of the East's "natural
resistance to foreign culture" and the consequent "cultural conflict"
(Ibid., p. 5). It is apparently meant that the civilisation of the West is
foreign and alien to the East, and that the contact brings about a
wnflict. In so far as there is a conflict and resistance, it is not so much
between the civilisations of the East and the West as between certain
atteire traits, whether in the West or in the East. Both in the East
and the West, there has been a conflict, great or small, between the